Data, Data, Data

Who Has The Data?
A Chance For Your Students 

To Understand Their Data

It is quite easy to have the certified staff review the latest standardized test data and begin the process of beating ourselves over the head in those areas where we (and the students) did not meet the goal.  We know where we did not do as well as we hoped – in reducing the number of students identified as FBB, BB and Basic and increasing the number of students who are proficient (P) or advanced (A).

How about trying to change the dynamic to the point where the students take some responsibility and analyze their own performances with your guidance?  In this way, every student knows where his/her strengths and weaknesses are and can use this information to improve.

You will be given the CST Standardized Test Data for Language Arts and Math with both the raw score and the level of performance (FBB, BB, B,   P, or A).
Students whose scores showed a 15% greater decrease from the year before probably made some basic errors in their answering strategy.  They did not forget that much material on a diagnostic test!

You will have an individual student profile for each student in your homeroom.    You will also have the scores for your students from the year 2006 and 2007 with the difference.  

During homeroom time you will be able to meet with each student INDIVIDUALLY to have the student put the data onto his/her profile sheet.  This is a one on one activity; there cannot be any mass sharing of this data with the entire class or persons other than the individual student.

After the data has been entered by the student, spend a few minutes on the “Go Back In Time” activity and have that individual discussion.  You will get answers like: 



“I just didn’t care”



“I had a cold”



“I don’t know…. what test?”



“Those tests don’t count”



“Why should I try?  I got other things to do.”

Sound familiar?  That’s the attitude that results in schools not meeting their API and AYP.  As teachers and staff, let’s counsel these kids.  Remember, we’re not doing this because of their performance on the CST test.  It’s that same student attitude that is reflected in the levels of student achievement in the classroom every day.  These attitudes need to be addressed every day!!
REMEMBER:
Individual student interviews




Goal setting after interview




Talking to these students regularly to 




encourage them and to remind them 




of their responsibilities and our




expectations for their achievement.

It will make a BIG difference!!
