Name ______________________________

Homeroom Teacher ___________________
Test Prep Challenge

Directions: Each day during the announcements, listen for the “Word or Strategy of the Day.” Take notes on its definition in the chart below. On Monday, May 11, there will be a quiz. The students who get an “A” on the quiz (at least 90% of the words correct) will receive a raffle ticket. At the end of CST testing, we will hold the raffle. 

	DAY
	WORD/STRATEGY
	DEFINITION
	NOTES

	1


	ANALYZE
	To study something by breaking it down into parts 
	“Analyze the causes of the fall of the Roman Empire.”



	2


	COMPARE
	To determine similarities and differences among things
	“Compare the results listed in the graphs below.”

	3


	CONTRAST
	To compare by emphasizing the differences 
	“Contrast the authors’ tone in the two poems.”

	4


	DESCRIBE
	To represent or give a picture of in words
	“Describe how the scientific method was used.”

	5


	EVALUATE
	To determine the value or significance of something
	“Evaluate the following problem.”

	6


	EXPLAIN

	To make something clear or  understandable 
	“Explain how you came to the correct answer.”

	7


	FORMULATE
	To create or express, in a systematic way, a known truth
	“Formulate a plan to address the problem of school bullying.”

	8


	INFER
	To draw a conclusion based on facts or stated details
	“Based on the story, what can you infer about the character?”

	9


	PREDICT
	To declare or indicate in advance
	“Predict what you think may happen next.”

	10


	SUMMARIZE
	To tell the main points about something in a succinct way
	“Summarize the main events leading up to the Civil War.”

	11


	SUPPORT
	To uphold or defend as valid or right
	“Support your opinion with facts and details from the text.”

	12


	TRACE
	To follow or study in detail or step by step
	“Trace the development of the ecosystem in North America.”

	13


	SKIMMING
	To read quickly or briefly over text in order to get the gist
	Often used for pre-reading or re-reading for a specific purpose

	14


	PROCESS OF ELIMINATION
	To come to the correct answer by first eliminating incorrect answers
	Helpful for questions where you don’t see the correct answer immediately

	15


	KEY WORDS or SIGNAL WORDS
	Words that represent big ideas or give you clues 
	Look for these words in test prompts, directs, and questions.

	16


	PREVIEW
	To get an idea about what is to come
	Preview the passage and/or test questions before getting started

	17


	ON-THE-SURFACE QUESTIONS
	Literal questions that ask about information you see “right there” on the page
	You can point to the answer—these are easy, straightforward questions.

	18


	UNDER-THE-SURFACE QUESTIONS
	Questions that require you to infer, or draw a conclusion, about the answer
	You can’t point to the answer—you have to “figure it out” based on what is stated.

	19


	CONTEXT CLUES
	Words or phrases in a text, question, or situation, that give you a clue about what’s happening


	If you can do this well, you never need to use a dictionary to figure out an unfamiliar word!
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