Dolores Huerta Quotes

"Don't be a marshmallow. Walk the street with us into history. Get off the sidewalk. Stop being vegetables. Work for Justice. Viva the boycott!"

"Among poor people, there's not any question about women being strong -- even stronger than men -- they work in the fields right along with the men. When your survival is at stake, you don't have these questions about yourself like middle-class women do."

"We criticize and separate ourselves from the process. We've got to jump right in there with both feet."

“If you haven't forgiven yourself something, how can you forgive others?”

“Giving kids clothes and food is one thing but it's much more important to teach them that other people besides themselves are important, and that the best thing they can do with their lives is to use them in the service of other people.”

Excerpt from interview with TV’s “Democracy Now” Host, Amy Goodman

AMY GOODMAN: Carlos Santana will be performing this week at the celebration of Dolores Huerta’s eightieth birthday, the legendary activist Dolores Huerta who co-founded the United Farm Workers of America with César Chávez, celebrating eighty years. A veteran of the labor, civil rights, immigrant rights, and feminist movements in the country, Dolores Huerta was instrumental in passing the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Bill, which resulted in the legalization of 1.3 million farm workers as part of the Immigration Reform Act of 1986. 

Well, to celebrate her eightieth birthday, this lifelong activist is holding a benefit concert at the Greek Theater in Los Angeles Friday night titled "Weaving Movements Together." As the name suggests, the event aims to bring together immigrant rights, LGBT, feminist, environmental and labor activists. Dolores Huerta is joining us now from Los Angeles. 

We welcome you, and happy birthday, Dolores Huerta. 

DOLORES HUERTA: Thank you, Amy. 

AMY GOODMAN: Can you talk about what you consider your greatest achievement? 

DOLORES HUERTA: Well, I think you mentioned the legalization bill of 1986, which really helped a lot of people get their legal status, as has, as you know, every immigrant that’s come to this country has acquired legal status at one time or the other. Then, of course, I think many, many pieces of legislation, getting the ballots in the Spanish language for people to vote, taking away citizenship requirements so that people could get public assistance, and on and on, you know, forming the Farm Workers union with César Chávez, and now, forming my own organization, the Dolores Huerta Foundation for Community Organizing. And when we look back and see how many people have been organized, how many — you know, building a volunteer base, and laws that have been passed, and — you know, this is the kind of work that I want to continue to do for the rest of whatever life I have left, and this is why I started this foundation. 

And I want to mention, this whole idea of bringing movements together is important, because it seems like each one of our movements has a different path. You know, we have our Greens over here, labor over here, the feminists, the LGBT movement. And I believe that in order to really get the progressive agenda that we are all looking for and searching for, that we’ve got to come together and, you know, kind of unite our forces. We are a — you know, we are the majority in this country, but if we don’t come together, well, then we’re not going to be able to win our progressive agenda. 

AMY GOODMAN: Dolores Huerta, go back in time. Go back to the early 1960s and talk about how you got involved with the farm workers’ movement and helped found the United Farm Workers. What were the conditions then? Where did you come from? 

DOLORES HUERTA: Well, actually, I had a very comfortable life. I have sort of a middle-class background. But after joining an organization called the Community Service Organization — and this is where I met César — then we saw the conditions of the farm workers that were so desperate at that point in time that then that’s when we started the United Farm Workers of America. And, you know, we worked together for many years, until César passed away. I left the union about six years ago. And things for the farm workers, you know, are somewhat better in California, although many — most of the farm workers right now are not covered by union contracts. And in other states, of course, things are even worse, because many farm workers, they don’t have unemployment insurance. They have a very poor workers’ compensation, if they have any at all. And they don’t have disability insurance. We were able to get laws passed that gave all farm workers cold drinking water and toilets in the fields, rest periods, things of that nature. But there’s still a long way to go for the farm workers. 

But with my organization, actually, we go into the communities. And we organize our immigrant population, primarily, but this, of course, could apply to anyone. And we basically raise money to hire and train organizers. Then, when the people come together, then they can make a lot of changes. And some of the changes are absolutely miraculous. Some of our people have been able to get swimming pools in their communities. We have one community that actually had a gymnasium built at their middle school. You know, we’ve got another community that’s getting sewer drains for twenty-seven homes that didn’t have any kind of a sewer drain. And we have a youth group, who are doing teen pregnancy prevention programs, financial literacy, the first micro-lending program for farm workers in the Central Valley of California. And the great thing about this is that the people are doing this themselves. On the Census, we knocked on 3,000 doors in one day. And then, of course, we had to do a lot of pressure on our Blue Dog Congress people to get them to vote for the healthcare bill that we were trying to get passed recently. 

Excerpt from interview with TV’s “Democracy Now” Host, Amy Goodman
AMY GOODMAN: Dolores Huerta, so many of the people you work with are immigrants, and the battle over immigration reform, immigrants in this country, is raging. Just some figures on the number of deportations. According to figures from the immigration enforcement acgency, ICE, the Obama administration accelerated the pace of deportations, overall. In 2009, authorities deported close to 390,000 people, which was 20,000 more than in 2008, the final year of the Bush administration. Your comments? 

DOLORES HUERTA: Well, we know that this is the big issue in the Latino community — I guess the number one issue at this point in time — and that it really means that we’ve really got to push to get immigration reform. Unfortunately, I mean, I heard your report about the elections, and we still have a very large anti-immigrant caucus in the US Congress. And, you know, we’ve got to focus on these Congress people and on the elections and take some of these people out of office. In California, we have the head of the anti-immigrant caucus, a congressman, a Republican named Bilbray, and these are the people that we’ve got to get out, and we’ve got to get good people elected. And my fear is that so many people are so disillusioned with what’s going on right now that they’re not going to vote in November. And I think that’s going to be just a huge disaster. 

I worked the last immigration bill in 1986, and I just have to tell people that Reagan was president then, but he didn’t lift a finger to pass that immigration bill. It was the Congress. And, of course, we had a different Congress, because we didn’t have all of these extremists that we have in the Congress as we have now. And I think that our side has got to do a lot more work. You know, we’ve really got to get in there. And I know it’s going to be difficult, because of the Supreme Court decision that people — you know, the corporations can spend as much money as they want to get people elected, which means that our side has to get a lot busier, and we’ve got to really organize. We’ve got to organize, and we’ve got to get good people to run, because at the end of the day, the votes are going to count more than the money. But we have to do the legwork. We’ve got to get out there and educate people and make them understand what’s going on and why we need to get involved. And this is why I’m committing the rest of my life, as I have all of my adult life, to organizing, because I do believe that we do have the power. Democracy can only, only work if people take power. And we do have the numbers, but we’ve got to get involved. We’ve got to listen to your program, Amy, to, you know, find out what’s going on, and the other progressive media, so we can get the right information. 

Excerpt from interview with TV’s “Democracy Now” Host, Amy Goodman
AMY GOODMAN: The discussion we just had before, we were talking about primaries in various states. But this issue of the struggle between progressives and President Obama — now, you first supported Hillary Clinton, then you switched over to President Obama — what are your thoughts right now on that tension? 

DOLORES HUERTA: Well, I think that it’s part of political life. And I know that we’re not totally happy with what the administration has done, but I think, at the same time, we know we don’t want to go back to that kind of a fascist government that we had under the Bush administration, as was, you know, stated by your previous speakers that were talking about going after the librarians, right? And so, I think, you know, we are the ones that have to take control, but we have to do it through our Congress also. We saw what a difficult time the President had to pass healthcare reform. And, of course, I was for the public option and single payer, like a lot of us were, but, you know, we got two of our Blue Dog Congress people to vote for the healthcare bill, and we had to put a lot of pressure on them. I mean, we did postcard campaigns. We picketed their fundraisers. We did fasts. But it’s got to come from the bottom. And the President, he’s not, unfortunately, a magician, right? And he can only sign the laws that are passed. And the Congress is the one that makes the laws. And so, I think we’ve got to do a lot more work at the base to get our progressive agenda passed. 

I mean, I have been doing political work now for — gosh, since I was twenty-five years old, and I’m eighty this year, and, you know, during that period of time, passed a lot of legislation, you know, for farm workers to have unemployment insurance and, you know, to get Spanish ballots and to get farm workers the right to organize. And in all of this, we always did it with farm workers and with friends of farm workers to make things happen. And this is what we have to do, Amy. And people have got to make a lot more commitment, so that we can give — we have to get a progressive Congress. Right now, we may have a Democratic Congress, but we’ve got a lot of Blue Dogs — I call them yellow dogs, actually — that don’t really support the administration. And so, we’ve just got to do a lot more work. And I think the President is with us, but we’ve just got to do a lot more work. 

And I just want to say this, too, that our concert with Carlos Santana and Zack de la Rocha, who’s going to be performing, also Lila Downs, Culture Clash, Pete Escovedo. Danny Glover’s going to be with us, Jodie Evans, Ed Begley, Jr. Van Jones is going to be with us. And we’re going to be broadcasting this. And also the Secretary of Labor Solis is taking a day off of her vacation also to come to join us. Alfre Woodard is going to be there. So we want to — we’re going to webcast this to Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Salt Lake City, Utah, Ohio, Miami and New York City. And the whole message is organize, organize, bring our movements together. We can do it, folks. We are the majority, but we’ve got to get together. 

AMY GOODMAN: Finally, Dolores Huerta, for young people who don’t know about, for example, the grape boycott — and we just have a minute, but if you could share that story and how you bring that organizing to today, what, so many decades later? 

DOLORES HUERTA: Well, this is building a social justice network. This is what we’re trying to do with the Dolores Huerta Foundation, and just like we did in the grape boycott. We had farm workers that went out to all the cities. At the end of the day, we had 17 million Americans that stopped eating grapes. And we brought the growers to the negotiating table. And this is what we can do, too. We’ve got to get good people elected, but we’ve got to go out there and do that hard, door-to-door kind of work to educate people, because right now, unfortunately, not everybody has your program, Amy. Not everybody listens to you. But we have to get your message, and we have to take it to their doorstep and give it to them, person to person, and make people understand that we have the power, but we’ve got to take responsibility, and we’ve got to take action. And this is how we can get the kind of a government that we want. 

AMY GOODMAN: Well, I want to thank you very much for being with us. And again, happy birthday. Your real birthday in April, but Friday night, the big event in Los Angeles. Dolores Huerta, civil rights activist, co-founder of the United Farm Workers of America, president of the Dolores Huerta Foundation for Community Organizing. Thanks so much for joining us.

Dolores Huerta Speech, National Democratic Convention, 2008—In support of Hillary Clinton

Fellow Democrats, delegates and friends, buenos dias. I am Dolores

Huerta from the great state of California, the food basket of the United

States, the San Joaquin valley, the city of Bakersfield. I am a proud

mother of 11, a grandmother of 14, and a great-grandmother of five; an

advocate of working families and immigrants; and a passionate supporter of Hillary Clinton.

    I am so honored to be here today, representing the diversity of our

Democratic Party and the coalition of 18 million people of all backgrounds

and all walks of life that stood with Hillary and never gave up. This primary season, the Hispanic community participated in historic numbers.

Hispanics will be a pivotal voice and vote in electing the next president.

Together, we have made history this year-and it is only the beginning.

    Now, I want to say a few words in Spanish: en esta primaria electoral

nuestre communidad participomos con numerous historicos. Nosotros vamos a ser la voz decica en elegir el proximo presidente de los estados unidos, y estamos muy orgullosos que hicimos historia. Y apenas estamos empezando! Si se pudo!

    I am a fourth-generation American from New Mexico. My father, Juan

Fernandez, was a miner, field worker, and union activist and state

assemblyman. My mother, Alicia Chavez, was a feminist and small business owner. My parents instilled in me the importance of hard work,

determination and putting one's neighbor before oneself. Hillary's values

are the values of my family and of our community.

    When Cesar Chavez and I first organized farm workers and immigrants

over 40 years ago, it was not easy. But we persevered, and we made

progress. We believed that those who do backbreaking work for low wages, often in a dangerous workplace, deserve a champion, someone who will fight for them.

    That is why I love and respect Hillary. She has stood with hardworking

people and knows how important it is to keep fighting-and keep going. For

many in America, working people are invisible. For Hillary Clinton, no

American is invisible.

    I stand with Hillary as she stands with Barack to take our country

back. But now, Mrs. Chairman, on behalf of all woman and working families, I have the great honor to nominate Hillary Rodham Clinton, my friend, our champion, for President of these United States of America.

Dolores Huerta Biography~ from TeacherLink Ed

Over 40 years of Dolores Huerta's life has been spent helping farm laborers organize and fight for reform (Knight 12). She has been the "hidden engine" in the Farm Workers Association while Cesar Chavez was the highly visible one (Griswold del Castillo 59). She is a very nontraditional, complicated, independent, and passionately driven woman. She has been very devoted to the union, yet often criticized for her independence, unconventional family life, combative personality, and marked assertiveness. Dolores Huerta has a very strong sense of self which she credits to her mother's example of being an independent and ambitious Chicano woman. She sees immense value in "Being Yourself" (Griswold del Castillo 62-7).

Dolores Huerta was born April 10, 1930 in New Mexico. As a child, she was involved in Girl Scouts, church choir, and various other clubs. She grew up in a very culturally diverse neighborhood and didn't experience discrimination until she was a teen. She graduated from Stockton College in California.

In the 1950's she became involved in the Community Service Organization (CSO) and helped organize Hispanic Americans, register voters, and lobby the state legislature. In 1962, she joined Cesar Chavez in forming the National Farm Workers Association (NFWA), which was later named the United Farm Workers Union (UFW). Over the years she has been very involved in organizing farm workers, boycotting, striking, and educating legislators about the inadequate living conditions, poor health, and extreme poverty level of farm laborers. Dolores Huerta even testified before the House of Represenatives in 1985 (Allen 99). She has spent her life trying to improve the living conditions of others.

The history of farm labor in California has been one of racism, exploitation, minimal pay, and poor living conditions (Berberoglu 101). Until the mid-1800's, Spanish and white land owners used California Indians as slaves to work their ranches. By the early 1860's, with the Indian population nearly decimated in California, land owners began to rely upon a system of Chinese tenantry. However, between 1910 and 1920, the number of Japanese laborers surpassed even the Chinese work force. Then, when WWII broke out, over 100,000 Japanese, both citizens and noncitizens of the United States, were forcibly sent to so-called internment camps. This "emergency wartime" removal of Japanese workers caused a drastic labor shortage.

In 1942, the U.S. government made an agreement to import "bracero" labor from Mexico (Berberoglu 99-100). Braceros were Mexican field workers who were employed seasonally in more than 30 states across the country--especially California (Sosnick 387-8). This was a very controversial practice. American farm workers were being denied jobs because the braceros would work for lower wages. According to the law, Americans should have been hired first, but growers continued using bracero labor to keep wages artificially low (Newlon 59). Many of the UFW struggles have dealt with this problem. Much progress has been made, but there is still plenty left to do.

Dolores Huerta once stated, "I would like to be remembered as a woman who cares for fellow humans. We must use our lives to make the world a better place to live, not just to acquire things. That is what we are put on the earth for" (Griswold del Castillo 75).
'Dolores Huerta is a Friend of Mine'

THE KIDS' READING ROOM

September 28, 2003|Daniel A. Olivas | Special to The Times

DOLORES HUERTA is a friend of mine. Well, kind of. I never met her, but she has done great things for my Papa and Mama.

You see, my parents are farm workers. They work in the fields picking all the delicious food that you and I eat. They've told me wonderful stories about Dolores Huerta, and these stories make me feel as if she's a friend of mine even though I've never met her.

Huerta was a little girl once, just like me. She was born in a mining town in New Mexico. She later moved to the San Joaquin Valley, a place in California where there are many farm workers. I know, because this is where I live.

Huerta got to know about the difficult living conditions of farm workers. They had to travel up and down the state looking for work. Because of this, their children went to many different schools and often worked in the fields with their parents. The work was hard and the pay was poor.

When Huerta grew up, she became a teacher. It made her sad to see children of farm workers come to school hungry and without shoes. Huerta knew from experience that this was not the fault of the children's parents who worked very hard in the fields. She decided to try and do something about it.

Eventually she met a man named Cesar Chavez who was trying to help farm workers too. After a while, they founded what turned into the United Farm Workers of America. Huerta and Chavez talked to the farm workers about joining the UFW.

Sometimes the farm workers had to go on strike. A strike meant that they wouldn't pick any more crops until changes took place. To end the strike, the farm owners had to agree to improve pay and working conditions.

Huerta spoke out about pesticides used on the crops to kill insects because they gave farm workers rashes and caused breathing problems. She helped farm workers get contracts that made the use of these dangerous pesticides illegal. The farm workers got better tools, more breaks during the workday, and a way to complain about unsafe conditions without the fear of being fired.

Huerta has won many awards for her work. She is in the National Women's Hall of Fame.

So you see, that's why Dolores Huerta is a friend of mine. She has made life better for people like my parents and me. For me, she is a very great woman.

This I believe~ by Genoveva, from Encinitas, California, July 6, 2006

I believe in the power of unity

I am a Mexican-American or a Chicana. I am the light brown eyes that mix and transform themselves into brownish gleam as they get near the blue warm ocean waters of Puerto Escondido. I am the tan pale skin color that clashes with the culture shock of two different worlds, one my Mexican another American. I am the dark black hair that never seems to grow.

I believe in equal rights, the phrase “Si se puede” which means, “It can be done”. I believe in people that make a difference in society with the power of words and actions like Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, Che Guevara and Ghandi. I believe that our values are what make us whole, they create our identities. Values are what make us unique. Values create a sense of right and wrong.

I had never realized how important my values were until a few days ago. On Saturday, the 25th of March 2006, half a million Latinos inspired me. The marched in a peaceful protest in the streets of Los Angeles against what they deeply believed was wrong and unjust. I heard “Si se puede” in the voices of almost half a million people. I realized this was not only for the Mexicans but also for many Latin Americans and many undocumented immigrants from other parts of the world. The impact of this unprecedented event captured my attention as well as the attention of their students. It brought out a passion I had never seen in me before; a part of me that had been dormant for a long time. It gave me the courage to stand up for my beliefs to do something about it for those like our parents who can’t fight against the federal law because they are not citizens and can’t vote.

The power of unity that I witnesses throughout this weekend illustrated our strength as a whole rather that as individuals. We are striving for something better for our people and are willing to fight against injustices to those who are undocumented. I believe that standing up for our values is what makes our unity grow powerful, making a difference in our community. I believe that our values make us have the courage to stand up for our beliefs. “Si se puede.”
